The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”) of 2020 and the Coronavirus
Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSAA) of 2021 require the university to
provide timely reporting of compliance with the distribution of the Higher Education Relief Fund
(“HEERF II”) to provide emergency financial aid grants to students for expenses related to the disruption
of campus operations due to the coronavirus.
•

The University of Tennessee Health Science Center acknowledges that the institution signed and
returned to the U.S. Department of Education the Certification and Agreement and the
institution intends to use no less than 50 percent of the funds received under Section 314(a)(1 )
of CRRSAA to provide Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students.

•

The total amount of funds that the institution will receive from the Department pursuant to the
institution’s Certification and Agreement [for] Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students is
$499,039.

•

The total amount of Emergency Financial Aid Grants distributed to students under Section
314(a)(1) of the CRRSA Act as of March 31, 2021 is $499,039, which reflects the entire student
portion of the grant.

•

The University estimates 3,187 students in the 2020-21 academic year are eligible to receive
Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students under Section 314(a)(1) of the CRRSA Act.

•

As of March 31, 2021, 675 students in the 2020-21 academic year have received an Emergency
Financial Aid Grant to students under Section 314(a)(1) of the CRRSA Act.

•

The University awarded the grants to students prioritizing those with the highest need – all in
the Spring semester of the 2020-21 academic year.
o

•

Students submitted an application defining educational expenses for which grant funds
were requested due to the disruption, and were awarded in accordance with the
application submitted, in order of need (Pell Grant recipients had priority), application
submission date and fund availability.

Instructions, directions, and guidance were provided by the institution to students concerning
the emergency financial aid grants. The following email was sent to all 3,187 students identified
for the 2020-2021 academic year on March 1, 2021:

Dear UTHSC Students,
The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRSSA)
provides additional funding to the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund
(HEERF II) to ensure learning continues for students during the COVID-19
pandemic.
UTHSC has received HEERF II funding and will be distributing grants ranging from
$250 to $1,000 to eligible students enrolled in the Spring 2021 term. Grant
funds can be used for any component of your cost of attendance (i.e., food,
housing and utilities, health insurance including mental health care, transportation,
or childcare) or for emergency costs that arise due to coronavirus.
To apply for HEERF II grant funds, go to Banner Self-Service > Financial Aid >
Surveys > Federal Coronavirus Response Grant Application. The application
will be open from March 1, 2021 to March 10, 2021.
Funding is limited, UTHSC is required to prioritize grants to students with
exceptional need, and not all students who will apply will receive funds. All
responses will be reviewed and award notifications will be sent to UTHSC student
email addresses. Applicants not awarded grant funds will also be notified by email
to UTHSC email addresses.
If you are awarded a HEERF II grant, funds will be disbursed to your student
account and either refunded to you (by direct deposit if set up, or by check if not),
or applied to your outstanding balance if you indicate the grant funds should be
used for this purpose in your application.
If you have questions, please contact Financial Aid at onestop@uthsc.edu or
901.448.7703.

Sincerely,
Lyndsay Pittman, M.Ed.
Assistant Vice Chancellor
Enrollment Management
University of Tennessee Health Science Center

•

The online application was available to students via the Banner Self-Service student portal:
https://banner.uthsc.edu/
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