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Taleo 

•  We are live! 

•  Updated instructions went out to all Business 
Managers last week 
•  Includes instructions for Mentors to access applications 

thru Taleo 



Advertising in Naturejobs 

UTHSC exposure has 
increased since posting our 
positions through an 
employer page on Naturejobs 

  

We are renewing Naturejobs postings! 

•  Negotiated a package deal with 
Naturejobs to keep costs manageable 

•  Generous contribution of  Dr. Steve 
Goodman, VC Research 



New rules for STEM OPT 
students - Connie Childs 

U.S. Department of  Homeland Security has new rules taking effect for students 
working on STEM OPT work permits effective May 10, 2016: 

•   STEM OPT “students” and their employers must complete a training plan on 
a new form I-983 in order for the student to be able to apply for a STEM OPT 
work permit 

•  DHS will conduct random site visits to make sure there is compliance with 
form I-983 training plan descriptions and the actual work being performed 

•  STEM OPT is extended to 24 months from the current 17 months, so these 
students will be able to work up to 36 months (12 months regular OPT + 24 
months STEM OPT).  STEM OPT students have a work permit and do not 
require visa sponsorship by UTHSC. 

•  For more details, see the DHS website on STEM OPT: https://
studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub 



UTHSC postdocs are in 
line with national averages 

  

M e d ic in e  5 .5 %
R e s e a rc h  ( In d u s try )  5 .5 %
A d m in is tra t io n  3 .9 %
T e a c h in g  2 .4 %
C o n s u ltin g  1 .6 %
R e s e a rc h  (G o v e rn m e n t)  1 .6 %
O th e r 1 .6 %
S c ie n c e  P o lic y  (G o v e rn m e n t)  0 .8 %
L a w  0 .8 %

A ca d e m ia
( fa cu lty )
1 8 .9%

P o s td o c
1 2 .6%

U n kn ow n
1 2 .6%

A ca d e m ia
(N o n -fa cu lty )

3 1 .5%

% of listed postdocs entering indicated field 

n=127; former UTHSC postdocs that filled out 
the non-mandatory exit survey 



FLSA update 

•  March 15, 2016: DOL submitted the Final Rule to 
the White House (OMB) for final approval  
•  Typically takes 30-60 days for approval 

•  Accordingly, the Final Rule could be published by April 
or May and be in effect 60 days thereafter  

•   The actual text of  the Final Rule, and  any changes, 
will not be known until the date it is actually published 

•  Cost estimate to Postdoc enterprise at UTHSC: 
•  124 post-docs will be affected statewide  

•  The cost to maintain exemption for affected postdocs 
would be over $1.2 million 



  

  

 

Numerous 
objections filed 
with DOL by 
multiple 
universities and 
colleges 
 



FLSA update 

•  At UTHSC, we continue to work with the Office of  General 
Counsel, VC Research Administration and Office of  Faculty 
Affairs to make our voices heard in Washington 
•  Discussion of  face to face meeting with the Office of  Management 

and Budget in the President’s Office 

•  Include modified language similar to what the State University 
System of  Florida recommends: 



PhDA Events 

•  April 15: Career Day 

•  Angela Copeland – Job and Career coach 

•  Postdoc Achievement Awards 
•  Junior Postdoc Winner:          Dr. Sridhar Jaligama 

•  Mentor:                                    Dr. Stephania Cormier 

•  Award value:                           $300 
 

•  Senior Postdoc Winner:          Dr. Ajeeth Pingili 

•  Mentor:                                    Dr. K.U. Malik 

•  Award value:                           $400   

•  May 26: End of  Year Celebration 

•  Mentor Academy Inductees 

•  Travel Awards 

 



Next meeting   

•  Next PAC meeting 
•  April 19, 2016 


