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Establishing an evidence-based hearing aid fitting procedure:                                                 What you can't buy over the counter!

Speaker: H. Gustav Mueller, PhD
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Dr. H. Gustav Mueller holds faculty positions with Vanderbilt University, the University of Northern Colorado and Rush University. He is a consultant for WS Audiology and Contributing Editor for AudiologyOnline, where he has the monthly column “20Q With Gus.” Dr. Mueller is a Founder of the American Academy of Audiology and a Fellow of the American Speech and Hearing Association.  He has co-authored over ten books on hearing aids and hearing aid fitting, including the recent three-volume Modern Hearing Aids series, and the clinical text on Speech Mapping and Probe Microphone Measures. Gus is the co-founder of the popular website www.earTunes.com, and resides on a North Dakota island (USA), just outside the city of Bismarck. 
Course Description

Published guidelines are available from several professional organizations regarding evidence-based hearing aid fitting procedures.  As distribution channels for the purchase of hearing aids continue to evolve, it becomes even more important that audiologists set themselves apart from the rest of the pack by following these guidelines.  This presentation reviews several components of best practice for fitting hearing aids, including specific pre-fitting test procedures, real-ear verification of gain and output based on a validated prescriptive method, and the use of post-fitting outcome measures to ensure that real-world benefit and satisfaction is optimum for the patient.

Learning Objectives
· Describe how the results of pre-fitting testing can be used in the fitting process.

· Describe the relationship between the use validated prescriptive methods and patient outcomes

· Describe how validated prescriptive methods are verified

· Describe how outcome measures can increase patient benefit and satisfaction

Speaker Disclosures
Financial Relationships

· Dr. Mueller will receive an honorarium from UTHSC Department of Audiology and Speech Pathology for the presentation 

· Dr. Mueller receives consulting fees and royalties from Audiology Online and Plural Publishing
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