
(above) Dr. Valeria Mas in her new lab at the Translational Science Research 
Building on the University of Tennessee Health Science Center campus.
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With the Summer 2018 newsletter, we 
mark the start of another new academic 
year. As is customary, please join me 
in welcoming our new superb class of 
categorical and preliminary interns!

Towards the end of the past academic 
year, we hosted a number of outstanding 
visiting professors including Dr. 
Alessandro Fichera from UNC Chapel 
Hill and Dr. Larry Moss from Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital at the Ohio State 
University. We were honored to have 
Dr. Timothy Eberlein, Chair of the 
Department of Surgery at Washington 
University serve as the 2018 Harwell 
Wilson Surgical Society Annual Visiting 
Professor. The annual year-end banquet 
at the Brooks Museum celebrated our 
graduating chief residents and we are 
also pleased to report our faculty and 
resident award winners.

We are extremely pleased to welcome a 
number of new faces to the Department. 
In particular, we are delighted to 
announce the recruitment of the 
outstanding husband and wife team 
of Drs. Daniel Maluf and Valeria Mas to 
the Division of Transplantation who we 
introduce in this issue’s Faculty Spotlight.

We look forward to another exciting 
year of growth and achievement for the 
Department.  Please enjoy the latest issue 
of UTHSC Surgery News.

Best,

David Shibata, MD,  
Scheinberg Endowed Chair in Surgery 
Professor and Chair 
Deputy Director, UT West Cancer Center

DIVISION NEWS
Trauma/Surgical Critical 
Care 
 
Dr. Emily Lenart has been recruited as 
one of three fellows beginning in August 
2018. She attended Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine for medical school. 
She joins us from Henry Ford Macomb 
Hospital where she completed her 
residency in general surgery. 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Catherine Seger earned her medical 
degree at The University of Texas Medical 
School at Houston. She completed her 
general surgery residency at Baylor 
College of Medicine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Ethan Stranch received his medical 
degree from UTHSC where he also 
completed his general surgery residency. 
                 

Surgical Oncology 
 
Dr. Benjamin Deschner is the second 
Complex General Surgical Oncology 
fellow beginning in August 2018. He 
earned his medical degree from 
Vanderbilt University and recently 
completed his general surgery residency 
at Northwestern University. 
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NEW FACULTY
SURGERY NEWS SUMMER 2018

General Surgery
 
Dr. John Nelson
 
Assistant Professor in the 
Section of Acute Care and 
General Surgery, Division of 
General Surgery. Dr. Nelson 
received his medical degree 
and training at UTHSC. He 
has spent the past 5 years 
practicing at two local non-
profit clinics where he helped 
provide surgical services 
for the underserved. Dr. 
Nelson will be working in 
the Methodist LeBonheur 
Healthcare System. 

 
Dr. Virginia “Jenny” 
Weaver

Assistant Professor in 
the Division of General 
Surgery. Dr. Weaver received 
her medical degree and 
completed her general 
surgery residency at UTHSC. 
She completed her fellowship 
training in bariatrics and 
advanced laparoscopy at The 
Ohio State University Center 
for Minimally Invasive Surgery. 
She is an active member of 

the American Society of Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery. 
She will be the Head of the new Section of Bariatric 
Surgery.  

Dr. Matthew Davis

Assistant Professor in 
the Division of General 
Surgery. He joins us from 
Duke following a residency 
in general surgery at the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation. 
Dr. Davis received his medical 
degree from Technion-Israel 
Institute of Technology 
Faculty of Medicine. He 
completed his bariatric/
minimally invasive surgery 
fellowship at Duke University 

School of Medicine. He will be working in the Section of 
Bariatric Surgery. 

Transplant Surgery
 

Dr. Daniel Maluf

 
Professor, Surgical 
Director of Liver 
Transplantation, and 
Director of Live Donor 
Transplantation for the 
UT/Methodist Transplant 
Institute. He also holds 
the Transplant Endowed 
Professorship in Liver 
Transplantation. Dr. 
Maluf joins us from the 
University of Virginia. 
He received his medical 
degree from the 

Universidad Nacional de Cordoba in Argentina. He 
completed his general surgery internship and residency 
at Catholic University of Cordoba in Argentina. 
He did postgraduate work in advanced robotics in 
transplantation at the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
robotic surgery training at Eastern Carolina University, 
a transplant surgery fellowship and transplant research 
fellowship at Virginia Commonwealth University 
Medical Center.  

Dr. Valeria Mas

 
Director of Transplant 
Research for the UT/
Methodist Transplant 
Institute. She also holds 
the Transplant Institute 
Endowed Professorship 
in Translational Research. 
Dr. Mas joins us from the 
University of Virginia. 
She received her PhD 
in biochemistry from 
National University of San 
Luis in Argentina. Dr. Mas 

is a fellow of the American Society of Transplantation. 
She is a member of Women in Transplantation, the 
International Liver Transplant Society, the American 
Society of Nephrology, the Argentinean Society of 
Transplant and many other organizations. 
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NEW FACULTY  CONTINUED
VISITING PROFESSOR SERIES
APRIL – PRESENT

Surgical Oncology 
 

Dr. Nathan Hinkle 
 
 
Assistant Professor in 
the Division of Surgical 
Oncology. Dr. Hinkle 
earned his medical degree 
from UTHSC. He also 
completed his general 
residency at UTHSC. 
He recently finished his 
colon and rectal surgical 
residency at Saint Francis 
Hospital in Hartford, 
CT. He will primarily be 
working at Methodist 

University Hospital.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!
GENERAL SURGERY | GLOBAL SURGERY 
@SurgeryUTHSC       @UTHSCGlobalSurg

In June, the Department of Surgery welcomed 
Timothy J. Eberlein, MD, Bixby Professor of Surgery, 
Chairman Department of Surgery, at Washington 
University School of Medicine in St. Louis as the 2018 
Harwell Wilson Visiting Distinguished Professor. He 
lectured on the topic, “Creating an Environment of 
Success: The Department of Surgery of the Future”.

In May, UTHSC welcomed two visiting professors, 
Alessandro Fichera, MD, Professor and Chief, Division 
of Gastrointestinal Surgery at University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill (pictured above with Dr. Shibata 
and Dr. Fleming) and R. Lawrence (Larry) Moss, MD, 
Professor at the Ohio State University and  
Surgeon-in-Chief at Nationwide Children’s Hospital.

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
Harwell Wilson Surgical Society

Welcome Picnic

The Department of Surgery gathered together to meet the incoming residents hosted 
at Dr. Shibata’s residence.

Faculty, staff, and their families celebrated our graduating chief residents at the 
Harwell Wilson Surgical Society Banquet.
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AWARDS AND KUDOS
DR. PAXTON DICKSON
Dr. Paxton Dickson, Associate Professor, Division of Surgical Oncology, 
received the Golden Apple Teaching Award for Surgery Faculty from the 
UTHSC College of Medicine.  

DR. MARGARET FERGUSON
Dr. Margaret Ferguson (PGY-3) was awarded the Golden Apple Teaching 
Award for a Surgical Resident by the UTHSC College of Medicine. 

DR. LEAH HENDRICK
Dr. Leah Hendrick (PGY-2) was the recipient of the 2018 American Society 
of Colon and Rectal Surgeons General Surgery Resident Research Grant 
($20,000) for her project entitled, “Multi-omic Profliling to Identify Significant 
Epigenetic Changes in Anal Cancer”. She is currently working in Dr. David 
Shibata’s laboratory.

 

DR. REGAN WILLIAMS
Dr. Regan Williams, Assistant Professor, Division of Pediatric Surgery, 
was presented the Student Government Association Executive Council 
Excellence in Teaching Award.
 

CONGRATULATIONS
2018 CHIEF RESIDENT GRADUATES

SURGERY NEWS SUMMER 2018

TOP DOCTORS 
BY MEMPHIS MAGAZINE
STEPHEN W. BEHRMAN, MD 
SURGICAL ONCOLOGY

ANDREW M. DAVIDOFF, MD 
PEDIATRIC SURGERY

JAMES D. EASON, MD 
TRANSPLANT SURGERY

JAMES W. EUBANKS III, MD 
PEDIATRIC SURGERY

HARVEY E. GARRETT, JR., MD 
VASCULAR SURGERY

MAX R. LANGHAM, JR., MD 
PEDIATRIC SURGERY

JUSTIN MONROE, MD 
COLON & RECTAL SURGERY

NOSRATOLLAH NEZAKATGOO, MD  
TRANSPLANT SURGERY

MICHAEL J. ROHRER, MD 
VASCULAR SURGERY

DAVID SHIBATA, MD 
SURGICAL ONCOLOGY

GUY R. VOELLER, MD 
GENERAL & MI SURGERY

BENNY WEKSLER, MD 
THORACIC SURGERY

(LEFT TO RIGHT: RODRIGO INTERIANO, JENNIFER GORDON, BORIS CEHAJIC, ETHAN STRANCH, DAVID BITTENBINDER, AND KATIE SAVOIE)

HARWELL WILSON
SURGICAL SOCIETY  
AWARDS
ABSITE AWARDS
PGY-1: STACEY KUBOVEC, MD
PGY-2: MARCUS ALVAREZ, MD
PGY-3: RENEE LEVESQUE, MD
PGY-4: DAVID HALL, MD & CHARLES
            “PATRICK” SHAHAN, MD
PGY-5: JENNIFER GORDON, MD

CHAIRMAN’S TOP ABSITE 
PERFORMANCE AWARD
PGY-2: MARCUS ALVAREZ, MD

RESIDENT TEACHING AWARD
DAVID BITTENBINDER, MD

TICU AWARD
BENNETT BERNING, MD

BEST PAPER COMPETITION
LEAH HENDRICK, MD

FACULTY TEACHING AWARD
JEREMIAH DENEVE, MD

WHERE ARE THEY GOING NEXT?
DAVID BITTENBINDER, MD 
Trauma Critical Care Fellowship 
University of Texas San Antonio

BORIS CEHAJIC, MD 
Private Practice: Hattiesburg Clinic

JENNIFER GORDON, MD 
NAVY, Camp Lejeune, NC

RODRIGO INTERIANO 
Pediatric Surgery Fellowship 
Children’s Hospital of Oklahoma 

KATIE SAVOIE, MD 
Pediatric Surgical Critical Care 
Fellowship 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 

ETHAN STRANCH, MD 
Surgical Critical Care Fellowship 
UTHSC
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2018-19 Categorical PGY-1 Residents

SHRAVAN CHINTALAPANI 
University of Miami

MARIA KNAUS 
Ohio Medical University

NIDHI DESAI 
UTHSC

GARRETT LIM 
UTHSC

NATHAN JUDGE
University of Alabama

CLARISSE MUENYI 
UTHSC

MICHAEL KEIRSEY
University of Missouri

JACQUELINE STUBER
Case Western 

Reserve University

2018-19 Preliminary PGY-1 Residents

STEPHEN DEJI 
ADEDKOKUN

UTHSC

ROBERT LIBBY
Tulane University

SEIF ATYIA
UTHSC

STEWART 
REESE LOGAN

University of 
Mississippi

CHRISTIAN DEWAN
UTHSC

TAYLOR PATE
UTHSC

ERIN HEITMAN
LSU

JULIE M. REDDICK
East Tennessee 
State University

CALEB WAYNE 
JONES

University of Alabama

NEW RESIDENTS
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NEW UTHSC GLOBAL SURGERY INSTITUTE 
MOBILIZES TO HELP AROUND THE WORLD 
(As Seen on UTHSC)

The newly created Global Surgery Institute (GSI) promotes surgical 
mission work world-wide. Led by Martin Fleming, MD, Chief of 
Surgical Oncology and Associate Professor of Surgery, and Nia 
Zalamea, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery, the goal of GSI is to 
provide mission work, to assist residents interested in mission work, 
and to apply knowledge learned throughout the program to clinical 
care. The faculty already provide approximately 58 weeks of mission 
work every year and over 60 percent of incoming residents were 
interested in training internationally.

To read the full article: log on to UTHSC.edu and search “Medical 
Mission” 

FIXING IRAQ’S BLEEDING HEART 
(As Seen in Men’s Journal)

William Novick, MD, Professor, Division of Pediatric Cardiothoracic 
Surgery, has spent most of his career providing medical missions 
around the world, most notably in Iraq. His interest in helping children 
in developing countries began while a resident at the University 
of Alabama. With over 60 medical missions and 1,100 surgeries 
performed in Iraq, Iraq’s Vice President, Adil Abudul-Mahdi invited 
him to tour future hospital sites in 2009. By 2014, with the help of 
Dr. Novick and the Novick Cardiac Alliance, a foundation dedicated 
to providing health care solutions to children with cardiac diseases 
in the developing world, Iraq had built satellite programs in various 
regions of the country.

To read the full article: Men’s Journal, June 2018

 

METHODIST PHYSICIAN OBSERVES MEDICAL 
CARE IN SOUTH KOREA 
(As Seen in Memphis Medical News)

Evan Glazer, MD, Assistant Professor, Division of Surgical Oncology, 
was selected for the Korean Society of Surgical Oncology (KSSO) 
visiting observership in South Korea. He had the opportunity to 
attend the Seoul International Symposium of Surgical Oncology 
in Seoul, Korea and to observe procedures in the Korean Medical 
Institutions for two weeks. Overall, Dr. Glazer spent 18 days in South 
Korea learning and observing the most common types of cancers 
that South Korean doctors treat.

To read the full article: Memphis Medical News

SURGERY NEWS SUMMER 2018

DR. SHIBATA IN JAPAN

INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE

DR. GOSAIN FELLOWSHIP
Ankush Gosain, MD, Associate Professor, Division 
of Pediatric Surgery, has been awarded the 
2019 American College of Surgeons Traveling 
Fellowship to Germany.

DR. FORETIA IN ZAMBIA
Denis Foretia, MD, Assistant Professor, Division 
of General Surgery, traveled to Lusaka, Zambia 
last month to build partnerships and to improve 
surgery in Africa.

As a delegate of the Society of Surgical  
Oncology, David Shibata, MD, Scheinberg  
Endowed Chair in Surgery, Professor and Chair, 
Department of Surgery, was an invited guest of 
the Japanese Society for Gastroenterological 
Surgery, which was celebrating its 50th  
anniversary in the southern Japanese city of 
Kagoshima. Dr. Shibata lectured on the topic, 
“Colorectal Cancer: Does Tumor Side Matter?”.

The famous active volcano, Sakurajima, is a striking backdrop to  
Kagoshima.

Dr. Shibata lectures at the JSGS meeting.

Dr. Shibata with Dr. Shoji Natsugoe, Professor and Chairman  
of Surgery, Kagoshima University and President of the General  
Meeting of the JSGS (R) and Dr. Yoshiaki Kita, Assistant  
Professor, Kagoshima University.

Martin Fleming, MD, Associate Professor and  
Division Chief, Division of Surgical Oncology 
traveled to Tanzania in May to lay the groundwork  
for future collaboration.

DR. FLEMING IN TANZANIA
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Dr. Jeremiah 
Deneve

Division of Surgical 
Oncology to Associate 
Professor.

Dr. Paxton Dickson

Division of Surgical 
Oncology to Associate 
Professor.

Dr. Alex Feliz

Division of Pediatric 
Surgery to Associate 
Professor.

Dr. Eunice Huang

Division of Pediatric 
Surgery to Professor.

FACULTY PROMOTIONS

Dr. TK Susheel 
Kumar

Division of Pediatric 
Cardiothoracic Surgery 
to Associate Professor.

Dr. Daniel Maluf

Division of Transplant to 
Professor.

Dr. Valeria Mas

Division of Transplant to 
Professor.
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UTHSC RECRUITS WIDELY RESPECTED TRANSPLANT 
EXPERTS TO MEMPHIS
Peggy Reisser, Communications Specialist

When internationally known transplant researcher Valeria 
Mas, PhD, saw the Translational Science Research Building 
on the University of Tennessee Health Science Center’s 
Memphis campus, it was love at first sight.

The building, with its open-concept labs, mix of top-tier 
researchers, and collaborative working environment, 
stayed on her mind.

“When I saw the lab, I fell in love,” she said. “After that,  
it was really difficult for me to forget about Memphis.”

Dr. Mas and her husband, Daniel Maluf, MD, an 
internationally acclaimed transplant surgeon and 
researcher moved to Memphis this summer to join 
the UT/Methodist Transplant Institute. 

Dr. Mas will serve as director of Transplant Research for 
the institute and hold the Transplant Institute Endowed 
Professorship in Translational Research at UTHSC. Dr. 
Maluf is a professor of surgery, surgical director of liver 
transplantation, and director of live donor transplantation 
for the institute. He also holds the Transplant Institute 
Endowed Professorship in Liver Transplantation at UTHSC.   

Their recruitment is “a transformational change in the 
direction and future of the transplant institute,” according 
to James D. Eason, MD, founder and program director of 
the institute and chief of the Transplant Division in the 
College of Medicine at UTHSC. It allows for expansion 
of live donor liver transplantation and paves the way for 
groundbreaking transplant research.

Dr. Eason also holds the Endowed Chair of Excellence in 
Transplant Surgery at UTHSC. Over roughly a dozen years, 
he has built the transplant institute into one of the top liver 

transplant programs in the country in terms of volume. It 
performs approximately 260 to 280 transplants a year, 
totaling more than 2,500 transplants since he began. The 
institute recently added live donor liver transplantation.

“Bringing a prominent team of a basic science leader in 
Dr. Mas and a surgeon-scientist in Dr. Maluf to UTHSC 
complements the longstanding clinical expertise and 
brings the transplant program to the next level,” said David 
Shibata, MD, FACS, FASCRS, Scheinberg Endowed Chair in 
Surgery for the Department of Surgery at UTHSC. “It truly 
creates a comprehensive clinical and research program of a 
national, if not international caliber.”

Dr. Mas said the move is an exciting opportunity to build a 
research program at an already respected and high-volume 
transplant program. “I was at the University of Virginia, and 
I was happy there,” she said. “At the same time, I realized 
the opportunity here was unique.” 

Dr. Mas and her multidisciplinary research team are 
working primarily on determining biological markers 
of organ quality that predict successful outcomes for 
transplants. “How can we predict pre-implantation how 
that organ is going to work in the recipient,” she said. By 
focusing not just on clinical characteristics of the recipient, 
but on molecular characteristics of the organ, chances for 
successful long-term outcomes should improve. 
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She is working to bring her team to Memphis, and 
is setting up her lab in the Translational Science 
Research Building. 

“I believe the population here, not just because of the 
number of transplants they are doing here, but also 
because the need these patients have, is a unique 
opportunity,” she said. “There is a real need for what 
we are doing, and I am excited because at the end of 
the day, being a translational researcher means that I 
want to really move what is going on from the bench 
to the bedside and benefit these patients.” 

Dr. Mas was a tenured associate professor of Research 
Surgery at the University of Virginia, where she 
directed the Translational Genomics Transplant 
Laboratory and previously was co-director of 
Transplant Research. She received a BS in biology 
at National University of Cordoba in Argentina, as 
well as master’s degrees in immunology and clinical 
biochemistry. She was awarded a PhD in biochemistry 
from National University of San Luis in Argentina.

She is a Fellow of the American Society of 
Transplantation and has received numerous 
national and international awards in the field of 
liver transplantation and research. Her research 
interests include transplant immune biology, kidney 
transplantation, liver transplantation, epigenetic 
modifications and gene expression regulation, and 
translational research. She has extensive industry, 
foundation, and National Institutes of Health research 
funding.

Dr. Maluf was a tenured professor of surgery, surgical 
co-director of liver transplantation, director of living 
donor transplantation, and director of the abdominal 
transplant fellowship program at the University of 
Virginia.

He received his MD degree from the Universidad 
Nacional de Cordoba in Argentina, and did his general 
surgery internship and residency at Catholic University 
of Cordoba in Argentina. He did postgraduate work in 
advanced robotics in transplantation at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago, robotic surgery training at 
Eastern Carolina University, a transplant surgery 
fellowship and a transplant research fellowship at 
Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Center in 
Richmond.

He has extensive funded research focusing in the 
areas of transplant surgery, liver transplantation, living 
donor liver transplantation, biomarker discovery and 
validation, vascular surgery, minimally invasive surgery 
and translational research. 

“I believe it is a really exciting time,” Dr. Mas said. “My 
colleagues in the transplant community talking about 
what is going on here. I believe we need to take 
advantage of the momentum.”

PLACEHOLDER CONTINUED

SURGERY NEWS SUMMER 2018

ALL FACULTY PROMOTION AND 
TENURE MEETING 
AUGUST 15 | 11 AM - 2 PM | LUNCH PROVIDED 
HAMILTON EYE INSTITUTE CONFERENCE ROOM
It’s an opportunity to learn everything you ever wanted 
to know about promotion and tenure! RSVP to Lois 
Donnelly.

 
WEST CANCER CENTER FIGHT ON 
FUNDRAISING EVENT
SEPTEMBER 15 | 6:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
SHELBY FARMS PARK
Join the Surgical Oncology Team through the event 
website! 
Cycle, Cycle&Run, 5K Run, and 1 Mile Walk 
Post-race festivities in Celebration Village

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
OCTOBER 22 | 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
WESTIN BOSTON WATERFRONT HOTEL 
BOSTON, MA
System-wide UT reception for all four Departments of 
Surgery.

RESIDENCY INTERVIEWS 
OCTOBER 31 | NOVEMBER 7 & 14   
DECEMBER 5 & 12 | JANUARY 9
Morbidity and Mortality, Surgery Grand Rounds, and 
Basic Science Conferences

SAVE THE DATE!

CONGRATULATIONS!
EDIE JOANNA  
BITTENBINDER
 
Proud parents Drs.  
David and Rebecca 
Bittenbinder announce 
the birth of their  
daughter Edie Joanna 
Bittenbinder. Edie was 
born on July 7, 2018 
at 12:14 am. She was 6 
pounds, 6 ounces heavy 
and 20 inches long at 
birth. 
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PRESENTATIONS  APRIL – PRESENT
Hall, D.M., Christian, S., Moore, C., Deneve, J.L., Dickson, P.V., Daugherty, R.S., Behrman, S.W., Kent, M., Bicknell, B., 
Shibata, D., Douthitt, L., Glazer, E.S. Epidural Versus Spinal Block Analgesia After Major Abdominal Operations. 13th 
Annual Academic Surgical Congress meeting, Jacksonville, FL, 2018 

Stiles, Z.E., Glazer, E.S., Deneve, J.L., Shibata, D., Fleming, M.D., Behrman S.W., Dickson, P.V. Implications of Unplanned 
Conversion During Laparoscopic Liver Resection for Hepatocellular Carinoma. American Hepato-Pancreato-Billary 
Association, Miami, FL, March 2018.

Stilles, Z.E., Tsao, M., Deneve, J.L., Glazer, E.S., Behrman, S. W., Shibata, D., Fleming, M.D., Dickson, P.V. Gastric Cancer 
Disparity in the United States; What’s to Blame? Society of Surgical Oncology Annual Cancer Symposium, chicago, IL, 
March 2018.

Tsao, M., Delozier, O., Stiles, Z.E., Lynn, W., Goins, N., Deneve, J.L., Glazer, E.S., Fleming, M.D., Shibata, D., Behrman, S. 
W., Dickson, P.V. The Impact of Race and Socioeconomic Status on Presentation, Management and Outcomes for Gastric 
Cancer Patients in an Urban Setting. Society of Surgical Oncology Annual Cancer Symposium, Chicago, IL, March 2018.

Voeller, G.R. Core Muscle Injury. Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons Annual Meeting, Seattle, 
WA, April 2018. 
 
 
Voeller, G.R. The Virtual Hernia Clinic - SAGES web-based learning module created by Hernia Task Force. Society of 
American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA, April 2018. 
 
Wcislak, S.M., King, W.S., Dickson, P.V., Multifocal Pheochromocytoma and Paraganglioma in a 29-year old Female: 
Surely it’s Herediatry? American Association of Endocrine Surgeons, Durham, NC, May 2018. 

Webb, D. L. Parapubic and Atypically Located Ventral Hernias. 19th Annual Hernia Repair Conference, Miami, FL, March 
2018. 

Zambetti, B.R., Stiles, Z.E, Gupta, P.K, Stickley, S.M., Brahmbhatt R., Rohrer, M.J., Kempe, K. Analysis of Early Lower 
Extremity Reamputations. Society for Vascular Surgery Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, June 2018.

UT CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP
Gail House, PhD, Director of Administration, Department of Surgery, and Holly Rounds, Assistant Director, Department of  
Surgery, recently presented at the UT Conference for Women in Leadership in Murfreesboro, TN. They presented on the  
topic, “Career Strategies for Women”.
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Surgical Oncology

Novel Common Genetic 
Susceptibility Loci for Colorectal 
Cancer. Schmit SL....Shibata D, Shu 
XO, Siegel EM, Slattery ML, Southey 
M, Stadler ZK, Stern MC, Stintzing S, 
Taverna D, Thibodeau SN, Thomas 
DC, Trichopoulou A, Tsugane S, 
Ulrich CM, van Duijnhoven FJB, 
van Guelpan B, Vijai J, Virtamo 
J, Weinstein SJ, White E, Win AK, 
Wolk A, Woods M, Wu AH, Wu K, 
Xiang YB, Yen Y, Zanke BW, Zeng 
YX, Zhang B, Zubair N, Kweon SS, 
Figueiredo JC, Zheng W, Marchand 
LL, Lindblom A, Moreno V, Peters U, 
Casey G Hsu L, Conti DV, Gruber SB. 
J Natl Cancer Inst. 2018 Jun 16. doi: 
10.1093/jnci/djy099. [Epub ahead of 
print] PMID: 29917119 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Designing for impact: identifying 
stakeholder-driven interventions 
to support recovery after major 
cancer surgery. McMullen C, Nielsen 
M, Firemark A, Price PM, Nakatani D, 
Tuthill J, McMyn R, Odisho A, Meyers 
M, Shibata D, Gilbert S.. Support 
Care Cancer. 2018 Jun 6. doi: 10.1007/
s00520-018-4276-0. [Epub ahead of 
print] PMID: 29876832 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Early experience with cytoreduction 
and hyperthermic intraperitoneal 
chemotherapy at a newly developed 
center for peritoneal malignancy. 
Guerrero WL, Munene G, Dickson 
PV, Darby D, Davidoff AM, Martin 
MG, Glazer ES, Shibata D, Deneve 
JL. J Gastrointest Oncol. 2018 
Apr;9(2):338-347. doi: 10.21037/
jgo.2018.01.02. PMID: 29755773 
[PubMed - as supplied by publisher] 
Free PMC Article. 
 
IL23 and TGF-ß diminish 

PUBLICATIONS  APRIL – PRESENT

macrophage associated metastasis 
in pancreatic carcinoma. Hussain 
SM, Reed LF, Krasnick BA, Miranda-
Carboni G, Fields RC, Bi Y, Elahi A, 
Ajidahun A, Dickson PV, Deneve JL, 
Hawkins WG, Shibata D, Glazer ES. 
Sci Rep. 2018 Apr 11;8(1):5808. doi: 
10.1038/s41598-018-24194-5. PMID: 
29643359 [PumMed - as supplied by 
publisher] Free PMC Article. 

Desmoplastic small round cell tumor: 
A nationwide study of a rare sarcoma.
Stiles ZE, Dickson PV, Glazer ES, 
Murphy AJ, Davidoff AM, Behrman 
SW, Bishop MW, Martin MG, Deneve 
JL. J Surg Oncol. 2018 Jun 7. doi: 
10.1002/jso.25071. [Epub ahead of 
print]. PMID: 29878371 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

The impact of unplanned conversion 
to an open procedure during 
minimally invasive pancreatectomy.
Stiles ZE, Dickson PV, Deneve JL, 
Glazer ES, Dong L, Wan JY, Behrman 
SW. J Surg Res. 2018 Jul;227:168-
177 doi: 10.1016/j.jss.2018.02.028. 
[Epub 2018 Mar 19] PMID: 29804849 
[PubMed - as supplied by publisher]

Ampullary adenocarcinoma: Defining 
predictors of survival and the impact 
of adjuvant therapy following 
surgical resection for stage I disease. 
Stiles ZE, Behrman SW, Deneve JL, 
Glazer ES, Dong L, Wan JY, Martin 
MG, Dickson PV. J Surg Oncol. 2018 
Jun;117(7):1500-1508. doi:10.1002/
jso.25021 [Epub 2018 March 8]. PMID: 
29518820 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

NCCN Guidelines Insights: Colon 
Cancer, Version 2.2018. Benson 
AB 3rd, Venook AP, Al-Hawary MM, 
Cederquist L, Chen YJ, Ciombor 
KK, Cohen S, Cooper HS, Deming 
D, Engstrom PF, Garrido-Laguna 
I, Grem JL, Grothey A, Hochster HS, 
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Hoffe S, Hunt S, Kamel A, Kirilcuk N, 
Krishnamurthi S, Messersmith WA, 
Meyerhardt J, Miller ED, Mulcahy MF, 
Murphy JD, Nurkin S, Saltz L, Sharma 
S, Shibata D, Skibber JM, Sofocleous 
CT, Stoffel EM, Stotsky-Himelfarb E, 
Willett CG, Wuthrick E, Gregory KM, 
Freedman-Cass DA. J Natl Compr 
Canc Netw. 2018 Apr;16(4):359-369. 
doi:10/6004/jnccn.2018.0021. PMID: 
29632055 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

Understanding Cancer Worry 
Among Patients in a Community 
Clinic-Based Colorectal Cancer 
Screening Intervention Study. Christy 
SM, Schmidt A, Wang HL, Sutton 
SK, Davis SN, Chavarria E, Abdulla R, 
Quinn GP, Vadaparampil ST, Schultz 
I, Roetzheim R, Shibata D, Meade 
CD, Gwede CK. Nurs Res. 2018 Jul/
Aug;67(4):275-285. doi: 10.1097/
NNR.0000000000000275. PMID: 
29870517 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

Recruitment Techniques and 
Strategies in a Community-Based 
Colorectal Cancer Screening Study 
of Men and Women of African 
Ancestry. Davis SN, Govindaraju 
S, Jackson B, Williams KR, Christy 
SM, Vadaparampil ST, Quinn GP, 
Shibata D, Roetzheim R, Meade 
CD, Gwede CK. Nurs Res. 2018 May/
Jun;67(3):212-221. doi: 10/1097/
NNR.0000000000000274. PMID: 
29698327 [PubMed - in process]

Transplant Surgery

Role of MRCP in Diagnosing Biliary 
Anastomotic Strictures After 
Liver Transplantation: A Single 
Tertiary Care Center Experience.
Akbar A, Tran QT, Nair SP, Bilal 
M, Ismail M, Vanatta JM, Eason 
JD, Satapathy SK. Transplant 
Direct. 2018 Apr 23;4(5):e347. doi: 
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10.1097/TXD.0000000000000789 
[eCollection 2018 May] PMID: 
29796418 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher] Free PMC Article.

No apparent benefit of 
preemptive sorafenib therapy in 
liver transplant recipients with 
advanced hepatocellular carcinoma 
on explant. Satapathy SK, Das K, 
Kocak M, Helmick RA, Eason JD, 
Nair SP, Vanatta JM. Clin Transplant. 
2018 May;32(5):e13246. doi:10.1111/
ctr.13246. [Epub 2018 Apr 19]. PMID: 
29577449 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

The Impact of Albumin Use on 
Resolution of Hyponatremia 
in Hospitalized Patients With 
Cirrhosis. Bajaj JS, Tandon P, 
O’Leary JG, Biggins SW, Wong 
F, Kamath PS, Garcia-Tsao 
G, Maliakkal B, Lai JC, Fallon 
M, Thuluvath P, Vargas HE, 
Subramanian RM, Thacker LR, 
Reddy KR. Am J Gastroenterol. 
2018 Jun 8. doi: 10.1038/s41395-
018-0119-3. [Epub ahead of print]. 
PMID: 29880972 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Non-alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease: 
A Review of Anti-diabetic 
Pharmacologic Therapies. Snyder 
HS, Sakaan SA, March KL, Siddique 
O, Cholankeril R, Cummings 
CD, Gadiparthi C, Satapathy 
SK, Ahmed A, Cholankeril G. J 
Clin Transl Hepatol. 2018 Jun 
28;6(2);168-174. doi: 10.14218/
JCTH.2017.00050. [Epub 2018 Mar 
25]. PMID: 29951362 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher] Free PMC 
Article.

Heavy Alcohol Use Among 
Deceased Donors Does Not Impact 
Recipient Outcomes After Liver 
Transplantation. Arora SS, Chahal 

KS, Axley P, Eckhoff DE, Kuo YF, 
Satapathy SK, Wiesner R, Singal AK. 
Transplantation. 2018 Apri 19. doi: 
10.1097/TP.0000000000002230. 
[Epub ahead of print]. PMID: 
29677070 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

Thoracic Surgery

Adding Radiation to Adjuvant 
Chemotherapy Does Not Improve 
Survival of Patients with N2 Lung 
Cancer. Drake JA, Portnoy DC, 
Tauer K, Weksler B. Ann Thorac 
Surg. 2018 May 29. pii: S0003-
4975(18)30720-3. doi: 10.1016/j.
athoracsur.2018.04.074 [Epub 
ahead of print] PMID: 29856974 
[PubMed - as supplied by publisher]

A cornerstone is laid on the great 
wall of thymoma knowledge. 
Weksler B. J Thorac Cardiovasc 
Surg. 2018 Apr 24. pii: S0022-
5223(18)31212-1. doi: 10.1016/j.
jtcvs.2018.04.074. No abstract 
available. [Epub ahead of print] 
PMID: 29859677 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Minimally invasive lobectomy is 
a low-hanging fruit in decreasing 
lobectomy costs. Weksler B. J 
Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2018 
Apr;155(4):1812-1813. doi: 10.1016/j.
jtcvs.2017.12.005. [Epub 2017 Dec 
9] PMID: 29554791 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Is it possible that radiotherapy 
for local control does not matter 
in patients with esophageal 
adenocarcinoma? More studies 
are needed. Weksler B. J 
Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2018 
Jun;155(6):2708-2709. [Epub 2018 
Feb 1]. No abstract available. PMID: 
29482846 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

After neoadjuvant chemoradiation 
therapy, predicted pulmonary 
function may be reduced by 10. 
Weksler B. J Thorac Cardiovasc 
Surg. 2018 May;155(5):2127-2128 doi: 
10.1016/j.jtcvs.2018.01.024. [Epub 
2018 Jan 31]. No abstract available. 
PMID: 29482844 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Pediatric Cardiothoracic 
Surgery

Management of coronary artery 
arising from nonfacing sinus in 
transposition of great arteries. 
Kumar TKS, Amin N, Sathanandam S, 
Knott-Craig C. J Thorac Cardiovasc 
Surg. 2018 May 24. pii: S0022-
5223(18)31269-8. doi: 10.1016/j.
jtcvs.2018.04.116. [Epub ahead of 
print] No abstract available. PMID: 
29935794 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher] 

Surgical Management and Outcomes 
of Ebstein Anomaly in Neonates 
and Infants: A Society of Thoracic 
Surgeons Congenital Heart Surgery 
Database Analysis. Holst KA, 
Dearani JA, Said SM, Davies RR, 
Pizarro C, Knott-Craig C, Kumar 
TKS, Starnes V, Kumar SR, Pasquali 
SK, Thibault DP, Meza JM, Hill 
KD, Chiswell K, Jacobs JP, Jacobs 
ML. Ann Thorac Surg. 2018 May 16. 
pii: S0003-4975(18)30678-7. doi: 
10.1016/j.athorascur.2018.04.049. 
[Epub ahead of print] PMID: 
29777671 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

Tetralogy of Fallot Repair in 
Developing Countries: International 
Quality Improvement Collaborative.
Sandoval N, Carreno M, Novick WM, 
Agarwal R, Ahmed I, Balachandran 
R, Balestrini M, Cherian KM, Croti U, 
Du X, Gauvreau K, Giang DTC, Shastri 
R, Jenkins KJ. Ann Thorac Surg. 2018 
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Jun 30. pii: S0003-4975(18)30900-7. 
doi: 10.1016/j.athoracsur.2018.05.080. 
[Epub ahead of print] PMID: 29969617 
[PubMed - as supplied by publisher]

Pediatric Surgery 

What’s New in Critical Illness and 
Injury Science? Case reports: 
The first step on a path toward 
cure. Gosain A. Int J Crit Illn Inj 
Sci. 2018 Apr-June;8(2):55-56. 
doi: 10.4103/2229-5151.234585. 
No abstract available. PMID: 
29963406 [PubMed - as supplied 
by publisher] Free PMC Article. 

A Roadmap for Aspiring Surgeon-
Scientists in Today’s Healthcare 
Environment. Goldstein AM, Blair 
AB, Keswani SG, Gosain A, Morowitz 
M, Kuo J, Levine M, Ahuja N, Hackam 
DJ; Basic Science Committee of the 
Society of University Surgeons, Ann 
Surg, 2018 June 28. doi: 10.1097/
SLA.0000000000002840. [Epub 
ahead of print] PMID: 29958227 
[PubMed - as supplied by publisher]

Using Bradford’s law of scattering 
to identify the core journals of 
pediatric surgery. Desai N, Veras 
L, Gosain A. J Surg Res. 2018 
Sep;229:90-95. doi: 10.1016/j.
jss.2018.03.062. [Epub 2018 Apr 
17] PMID: 29937022 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Impaired growth outcomes in 
children with congenital colorectal 
diseases. Veras LV, Chotai PN, 
Tumen AZ, Gosain A. J Surg Res. 
2018 Sep;229:102-107. doi: 10.1016/j.
jss.2018.03.069. [Epub 2018 Apr 
23]. PMID: 29936975 [PubMed - in 
process] 

Association of Comorbidities 
With Adverse Outcomes After 
Enterostomy Closure in Premature 

Neonates. Lucas DJ, Gosain A. 
JAMA Surg. 2018 May 16. doi: 
10.1001/j.jamasurg.2018.0880. [Epub 
ahead of print] No abstract available. 
PMID: 29799909 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher] 

Extracorporeal Membrane 
Oxygenation (ECMO) Risk 
Stratification in Newborns with 
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia 
(CDH). Jancelewicz T, Brindle ME, 
Harting MT, Tolley EA, Langham MR 
Jr, Lally PA, Gosain A, Storgion 
SA, Kays DW; Congenital 
Diaphragmatic Hernia Study 
Group. J Pediatr Surg. 2018 Apr 
14. pii: S0022-3468. doi: 10/1016/j.
jpedsurg.2018.04.014. [Epub ahead 
of print] PMID: 29754878  [PubMed 

- as supplied by publisher] 

Rapid decrease of serum alpha-
fetoprotein and tumor volume 
predicts outcome in children 
with hepatoblastoma treated 
with neoadjuvant chemotherapy.
Nguyen R, McCarville MB, Sykes 
A, Mao S, Wu J, Langham MR 
Jr, Furman WL. Int J Clin Oncol. 
2018 May 9. doi: 10.1053/j.
sempedsurg.2018.02.008. [Epub 
2018 Feb 9] PMID: 29744604 
[PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher] 

Creating a safer operating 
room: Groups, team dynamics 
and crew resource management 
principles. Wakeman D, Langham 
MR Jr. Semin Pediatr Surg. 2018 
Apr; 27(2):107-113. doi: 10.1053/j.
sempedsurg.2018.02.008 [Epub 2018 
Feb 9]. PMID: 29548351 [PubMed - 
as supplied by publisher]

Use of a Gastroschisis 
Feeding Guideline to Improve 
Standardization of Care and 
Patient Outcomes at an Urban 

Children’s Hospital. Passaro RC, 
Savoie KB, Huang EY. Nutr Clin 
Pract. 2018 Apr 4. doi: 10.1002/
ncp.10083. [Epub ahead of print]  
PMID: 29617042 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Trauma/Surgical Critical 
Care

Ventilator associated 
pneumonia caused by 
Raoultella ornithinolytica in 
two immunocompetent trauma 
patients. Van Cleve JR, Boucher 
BA, Smith DV, Croce MA. Respir 
Med Case Rep. 2018 May 7;24:135-
137 doi: 10.1016/j.rmcr.2018.05.006. 
eCollection 2018. PMID: 29977781 
[PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher] Free PMC article.

Long-Term Functional Outcomes 
after Blunt Cerebrovascular Injury: 
A 20-Year Experience. Shahan 
CP, Stavely TC, Croce MA, Fabian 
TC, Magnotti LJ. Am Surg. 2018 Apr 
1;84(4):551-556. PMID: 29712605 
[PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]

TIME TO STROKE: A WESTERN 
TRAUMA ASSOCIATION MULTI-
CENTER STUDY OF BLUNT 
CEREBROVASCULAR INJURIES.
Burlew CC, Sumislawski JJ, Behnfield 
CD, McNutt MK, McCarthy J, Sharpe 
JP, Croce MA, Bala M, Kashuk J, 
Spalding MC, Beery PR, John S, Hunt 
DJ, Harmon L, Stein DM, Callcut R, 
Wybourn C, Sperry J, Anto V, Dunn J, 
Veith JP, Brown CVR, Celii A, Zander 
TL, Coimbra R, Berndtson AE, Moss 
TZ, Malhotra AK, Hazelton JP, Linden 
K, West M, Alam HB, Williams AM, 
Kim J, Inaba K, Moulton S, Choi YM, 
Warren HL, Collier B, Ball CG, Savage 
S, Hartwell JL, Cullinane DC, Zielinski 
MD, Ray-Zack MD, Morse BC, Rhee P, 
Rutherfood EJ, Udekwu P, Reynolds C, 
Toschlog E, Gondek S, Ju T, Haan JM, 
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Lightwine KL, Kulvatunyou N, Coates 
B, Khouqeer AF, Todd SR, Zarzaur 
B, Waller CJ, Kallies KJ, Neideen 
T, Eddine SBZ, Peck KA, Dunne 
CE, Kramer K, Bokhari F, Dhillon TS, 
Galante JM, Cohen MJ. J Trauma 
Acute Care Surg. 2018 May 25. doi: 
10.1097/TA.0000000000001989 
[Epub ahead of print] PMID: 
29847537 [PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

Reinventing the Wheel: Impact of 
Prolonged Antibiotic Exposure on 
Multi-Drug Resistant Ventilator-
Associated Pneumonia in Trauma 
Patients. Lewis RH, Sharpe JP, 
Swanson JM, Fabian TC, Croce MA, 
Magnotti LJ. J Trauma Acute Care 
Surg. 2018 Apr 16. doi: 10.1097/
TA.0000000000001097. [Epub 
ahead of print]. PMID: 29664891 
[PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

Resuscitative Endovascular 
Balloon Occlusion of the Aorta 
and Resuscitative Thoracotomy in 

Select Patients with Hemorrhagic 
Shock: Early Results from the 
American Association for the 
Surgery of Trauma’s Aortic 
Occlusion in Resuscitation for 
Trauma and Acute Care Surgery 
Registry. Brenner M, Inaba K, 
Aiolfi A, DuBose J, Fabian T, Bee 
T, Holcomb JB, Moore L, Skraupa 
D, Scalea TM; AAST Aorta Study 
Group. J Am Coll Surg. 2018 
May;226(5):730-740. doi: 10.1016/j.
jamcollsurg.2018.01.044. [Epub 
2018 Feb 6]. PMID: 29421694 
[PubMed - as supplied by 
publisher]

General Surgery

Biomechanical Comparison of 
Fibrin Sealants for Mesh Fixation. 
Shahan CP, Stoikes NF, Roan E, 
Reese P, Webb DL, Voeller GR. 
AM Surg. 2018 May 1;84(5):633-
636. PMID: 29966561 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher] 

The Problem of Seroma After 
Ventral Hernia Repair. Stoikes 
N, Roan E, Webb D, Voeller GR. 
Surg Technol Int.. 2018 Jun 1;32:93-
98.PMID: 29791714 [PubMed - as 
supplied by publisher]

Biomechanical and Histologic 
Evaluation of LifeMeshTM: A Novel 
Self-Fixating Mesh Adhesive. 
Shahan CP, Stoikes N, Roan E, 
Tatum J, Webb DL, Voeller GR. Am 
Surg. 2018 Apr 1;84(4):520-525. 
PMID: 29712599 [PubMed - Indexed 
for MEDLINE]

Reducing Early Readmissions after 
Ventral Hernia Repair with the 
Americas Hernia Society Quality 
Collaborative.  Poulose BK, Harris 
DA, Phillips S, Janczyk RJ, Yunis J, 
Voeller GR, Carbonell A, Warren 
J, Stoikes N, Webb D, Hope WW, 
Rosen MJ; Americas Hernia Society 
Quality Collaborative. J Am Coll 
Surg. 2018 May;226(5)814-824. doi: 
10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2018.01.048 
[Epub 2018 Feb 8]. PMID: 29428233 
[PubMed - as supplied by publisher]

Glenn “Blake” Williams, MD, MS, FACS, 44, of Memphis passed away peacefully, surrounded by his family, 
on July 5, 2018, after a long and courageous battle with cancer. He was born in Union City, TN on June 
24, 1974. Blake holds a Bachelor of Science from the University of Tennessee at Martin, a Masters of  
Science from Barry University, and a Medical Doctorate from the University of Tennessee. He was a 
board-certified Otolaryngologist and Fellow of the American College of Surgeons. Blake married Regan F. 
Williams (Hill), MD, MS, FACS, FAAP on April 17, 2004, and they went on to have three beautiful children, 
Glenn (9), Hudson (7), and Sophia (4). Near the end of life, he stated that he had accomplished all of his 
dreams. He had served his patients well, married the love of his life, and had three amazing children.
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